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Hello Everyone!

Can you believe a new year has begun? 2005 was
certainly an event-filled whirlwind and went way to fast for my
liking. But don’t they all seem to fly by the busier we get.

I’m really pleased to be able to present 2006 to the WRHA
membership. I hope you feel as confident as I do in the members
of our new Board of Directors. We’ve got seasoned experience
in Sheri Clevenger, Jeff Lansidel, Matt Livengood, Alayne Blickle,
Inger Helsen, Lyell Ernst, Terri O’Brien, and Andrea Koehn, and
some great new resources in the addition of Janet Hurlburt,
Caroline Schaefer, Darren Stancik, and Cheryl James.

Our committees have made some shifts as well with
Caroline Schaefer heading up the Show Committee and Terri
O’Brien advising the Youth club. Cathy Martin will be dedicating all her much appreciated
talents to Sponsorships and we get to enjoy Cindy McKinzie’s resourceful procurement of
Awards. A Membership Committee, chaired by Darren Stancik, and an Advisory Committee
have been established to handle the clubs continued growth and help us into an advanced
electronic age. Kim Lansidel will continue her admirable service in Publications with Cheryl
James helping her out with Promotions, and Janet Hurlburt is our new Newsletter Editor.
Anyone interested in participating on one of the committees, please contact the respective
Chairperson.

The face of WRHA has undergone a lift. Cheryl James completed an overhaul on
the WRHA website this winter. If you haven’t seen it yet, I highly suggest you get after that
as it will make you proud!

There are two major projects being undertaken by WRHA this year. We discovered
that our club By-Laws are in dire need of updating to reflect current times. It is expected that
this task will take most of the year to accomplish. The General Membership will get to hear
more about this project at our Spring Fling in Wenatchee.

The second project is a result of a huge change being made by NRHA to the Affiliate
Regions. This “re-districting” presents a excellent opportunity for WRHA to capture the
hosting of the 2007 Regional Affiliate Finals for the new Northwest Region. This translates
into more WRHA members being able to compete in the Regional Affiliate Championships
without facing the challenges of a long haul to California or Nevada. There is a lot of serious
competition that comes out of our club. We should be able to present a good example of
that on home turf if we can win the bid to be the hosting club! Riders do need to be WRHA
members to compete for Affiliate awards so make sure your memberships are current. I can’t
recommend participation in the Affiliate Championship program enough. It is just way too
much fun!

By the time this Newsletter is circulated, it will be about 3 months since I’ve seen
the inside of a show pen and I gotta say, even though the break has been nice, cabin fever
is starting to take hold! I’m sure I’m not the only one who is beginning to feel this way. Are
those cold spring shows in Oregon looking kinda inviting to anyone else? Show dates are
getting lined out so set up your calendar for an exciting New Year!!

Stay on Pattern!

Judy
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Parnelli stands at Caton Ranches in Snohomish.
Judy rides and trains with another WRHA sponsor,
trainer Darren Stancik of Monroe. Darren has been
training reining horses for over 20 years and has
earnings of $125,919.

In the Youth Division, congratulations are in
order to Kelsey Davis and LSR Whizdom for winning
the NRHA and NAAC Youth 13 & Under World title.
Kelsey rode “Parker” to the win with a score 2
points higher than the second place finisher. Her
winning loot included a saddle, a huge Lawson and
a belt buckle stating she was the Champion.
Kelsey and Parker also tied for 5th place in the
NAAC Rookie of the Year class. Guiding Kelsey
and Parker to their title is WRHA sponsor, Cory
Hutchings. Cory trains in Oso and has earnings of
$35,856. Congratulations also to Cory and his
Chic Please colt, Please Nicker, for placing 15th
out of 164 three year olds in the NRHA Limited
Open Futurity.

Great Job Everyone!!
We Are All Very Proud of You!

Your 2006 WRHA Membership

As you can see, 2006 is shaping up to be a
very big year for the WRHA. Its been a long winter
and we’re all looking forward to Spring and show
season! Get your year off to a great start by renewing
your membership in the WRHA. A membership
application is enclosed with this newsletter. For
those of you who are not yet members, we invite
you to join us and become part of a great
organization whose primary goal is to support and
encourage the growth of reining in the Northwest.
Join the WRHA and start enjoying the benefits of
membership while helping to insure the continued
growth and success of the sport we all love.

WRHA Sponsors
Take AQHA World

Congratulations to Platinum Sponsor
3 Peaks Ranch and their stallion, Matt Dillon Dunit!
Is there anything Matt Dillon Dun It can’t do? With
lifetime earnings in the NRHA topping $113,000
and now an AQHA World Championship in senior
working cow horse, it doesn’t look like it. With a dry
work run that brought cheers from the crowd and a
“that’s cool” from Q-Bug commentator Al Dunning,
the 1997 palomino stallion went into the cow work
portion with everyone on the edge of their seats.
Could Todd Crawford’s reining superstar prove
himself as a cow horse? Yes, and he did. The cow
Crawford drew was not one anyone would have
picked as a championship-clincher. It constantly
challenged the horse and made Crawford work for
every one of the 227 points. Those, added to the
224.5 they earned during the pattern brought
Crawford into the lead with a total of 451.5 points.
Crawford hopes to enter the NRHA’s World’s
Greatest Horseman competition with Matt Dillon
Dun It in the future.

(The above is a partial interview done by AQHA
intern Megan Alpers following “Simon’’s” winning
run. For the complete interview and to see all of
Simon’s accomplishments, visit 3 Peaks Ranch on
the web at www.3peaksranch.com)

WRHA Members at the North
American Affiliate Championship

WRHA president and Platinum Sponsor Judy
Caton won the NRHA’s NAAC Intermediate Non-
Pro aboard her Topsail Whiz gelding, Meerly
Inwhizable. Her score of 213.5 also earned her first
place in the NRHA Intermediate Non-Pro ancillary
class. Judy is the proud owner of Parnelli Chic
Olena, a stallion with lifetime earnings of $17,476.

NRHA Rule Change

There is an NRHA rule change that has taken
effect this year which will have a direct impact on
WRHA’s shows. The following rule has been added
to the Judges Section (p. 67 of the 2006 Handbook,
#10):

“Any NRHA judge(s) that judges a reining show
where classes are offered that coincide with NRHA
categories but are not NRHA approved (excluding
beginner and green classes, affiliate level classes
held concurrent with NRHA approved classes,
shows that have less than $500 added money,
breed association classes [Jr., Sr., Amateur and
Youth breed classes], and National Federation or
FEI events) or is not held by an NRHA breed
association affiliate and/or affiliated discipline
associations will be subject to an investigative
Judges Review.”

The collective resources of our new board are
being put to the test this spring as we digest this new
rule. Under the new rule, some of our WRHA classes
cannot be judged by an NRHA judge unless they run
concurrent with the NRHA class. Contestants may
enter either one or both of the concurrent classes but,
if we are going to offer WRHA classes, they must be
paired up with their NRHA counterpart, if they have
one. We are still allowed to offer as separate classes
those that are unique to our club, such as the Green
Reiner, Beginner Rider, and Aged Horse, as these
classes do not have an NRHA counterpart. The driving
force behind the rule change is that there have been
occurrences where an Affiliate club (mainly European)
has conducted a show in which there were no NRHA
approved classes, yet the show was run by NRHA
rules and an NRHA sanctioned judge was engaged
to judge the show. Essentially, the Affiliate club was
realizing all the benefits of the NRHA program without
honoring and supporting NRHA by running NRHA
classes that would pay NRHA their 5%.

The main concern most of us had was that this
rule would drastically reduce the number of runs we
could offer during our shows. It has definitely created a

logistics challenge! Once we were able to open our
minds up and explore some options, it became
apparent that the rule is not as bad as it first appears.
Let’s first understand that NRHA, the mother-ship,
would not maliciously set out to sabotage her fleet of
Affiliates thereby opening themselves up to a mutiny.
There could possibly even be some opportunities here
that we didn’t have before. NRHA is the international
governing body of the sport of reining. They cannot
make a rule that isolates one population from another.
The rules must unilaterally apply to National and
International Affiliates alike. At this time there are
several schedules under consideration that will offer
contestants at least the same number of runs available
in previous shows, if not more. If the class schedule
for the Spring Fling in April looks a bit different from
last year’s, hopefully you can now understand why.

As with any change, there is bound to be an
adjustment period. As it’s been said, “growth is painful”
especially since we’d finally gotten our class schedules
into a very acceptable lineup that offered something
for everyone every day and didn’t have us in the
saddle until 2 am. I’m convinced that this rule change
is just the gentle nudge (or stern boot, depending on
your emotional experience just now) that will encourage
WRHA to take the next step up the ladder as a strong,
respected Affiliate The challenge is to look for the
benefits of the future and let go of the comfort zone
of the past. We ask at this time that you all have faith
that your Board has the desires of our membership
held in highest priority and trust that we are offering
you a premium show product. Any feedback that you
care to offer during this transition period will, as always,
be appreciated. As I’m a firm believer that the right to
openly offer scrutiny comes with the responsibility to
also offer a solution, any suggestions will also be
appreciated.

*****

Support Reining in the
Northwest

Join the WRHA !


